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	Dear Friends,

I could not help it but be in tears as I drove across the border, coming from the USA into Juarez. There she was, a little girl, about 4 years old, holding out a cup asking for money from the many cars crossing over. Her father, a young man in his early 20’s carried a boy about 12 months old with his left arm. On his right he was holding a tray with some sort of bread to sell. As I watched my heart ached for the young family, I rolled down my window to give some money to the little girl. As she ran to my car she tripped and the cup went flying and with it the small coins she had collected. She began to cry and try and pick up coin by coin in the dark, her face showed the desperation of her difficult decision, did she run to my window to get the money I was giving her or did she stay and pick up all the coins that went flying. Her face showed suffering, the kind of suffering a 4 year old should not have to endure. Everything in me wanted to just get out of the car and bring her with me to the children’s home.

I wept for that little girl and at the same time I began to think about all of our little ones here at Emmanuel and the tears kept coming and as I drove away sadness mixed with yearning invaded my whole being, a yearning of hope for our little ones, a yearning of hope and justice for our city.When I really think about what our life has been like for the last months, all I can think of is fear. Every time I drive into the city I feel my heart palpitate to think that at any moment something horrible could happen to me or to ones I love. Then I finally start my drive up the hill where Emmanuel stands. The fear and the sadness begins to go away.What an amazing place Emmanuel is. I feel so privileged to have the opportunity to be part of God’s work on this hill, in this city, during this time.
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As I drove into the playground there they were, all the children of the Home celebrating!! All my fear went away. This evening was filled with joy for us. Our school, Isaac Newton Academy, has been training a handball team for the last two years.This year our team won and qualified to play handball in state, so they left to Chihuahua city two days ago.Tonight our team returned as champions!!They won state and they will be going on to play in Mexico City!!
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I want to thank you for your ongoing support.“You are a light on a hill”, and I mean this about YOU, because it is with your help that Emmanuel can be a light on a hill. In the midst of this dark city, at Emmanuel we can jump up in joy celebrating victories!!   I write tonight asking for your help for one more victory. For the last two months we have been 50% down in our income. As you can imagine our financial situation gets challenging very fast, the needs of 100 children are pressing and at times immediate. So tonight I pray that with your help we can overcome one more week.

With a prayerful and hopeful heart,

Betel Lopez
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